
How will an independent 
children’s lawyer help my child?
An independent children’s lawyer’s role explained.  

What is an independent  
children’s lawyer?
An independent children’s lawyer represents your child’s 
best interests and makes sure that is the focus of any 
decisions about parenting arrangements. 

An independent children’s lawyer  
collects information about your  

child and provides the court with  
their view about the information to help 
protect your child’s best interests.

How is an independent children’s  
lawyer appointed?
The Family Law Courts will ask Legal Aid Queensland to 
appoint an independent children’s lawyer in cases where 
they consider it is important for your child’s welfare and 
wellbeing. An independent children’s lawyer will only be 
appointed in parenting cases.

You can also ask for an independent children’s lawyer. You 
will need to let the court know why an independent children’s 
lawyer is important in your case. You may have to contribute 
towards the costs of the independent children’s lawyer. 

How will the independent  
children’s lawyer recognise my child’s 
best interests?
An independent children’s lawyer will collect information 
about your child. They can do this by:

•	 asking for a family report — a family report is prepared by 
a social worker, psychologist or psychiatrist to help the 
court understand your family situation and your child’s 
views and best interests    

•	 asking for reports from teachers, guidance officers or other 
professionals who have regular contact with your child

•	 speaking with your child.

The independent children’s lawyer may also arrange a 
conference with you, your ex-partner or your lawyers to 
talk about issues affecting your child. In some cases this 
conference can solve a family law dispute. 



Things got messy when we were  
deciding where our son would live  
after our divorce. The independent 

children’s lawyer got a lot of  
information and helped us focus  

on his best interests.

can i contact my child’s independent 
children’s lawyer?
You will have contact with the independent children’s lawyer 
in one of two ways:

1.   If you have your own lawyer, the independent children’s 
lawyer will discuss your child’s case with them. Please 
do not contact the independent children’s lawyer 
directly.

2.   If you do not have your own lawyer, the independent 
children’s lawyer will contact you directly in person, by 
phone or in writing.

What happens to the independent 
children’s lawyer after a final court 
order is made?
The independent children’s lawyer’s role will end from when 
the court makes a final order. They will continue in their role 
if you or your ex-partner appeals the court’s decision. 

What if english is my second language?
If you would like this factsheet explained in your language, 
you can contact us through the Translating and Interpreting 
Service (TIS) on 13 14 50. TIS will organise an interpreter 
in your language and will connect you to Legal Aid 
Queensland. This is a confidential and free service.
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For more inFormation 
about our services:
Phone 1300 65 11 88
www.legalaid.qld.gov.au
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